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Who can be ſecure from "— Y 
Or Slanders from Licencious Ti 

For tho Geeſe [awd the Capitol, 

By Cackling from th Iroading Gal, 
And ſhew'd the Enemy was near ; : 
Yet bad they all been Slanderers there # 
The Roman Guard had been decered, - 
And not a Gooſe of them believd. Page 6, *. 
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The Argument of the Canto. 


The Hare deſerts the Country Plains 
To Argue on Weeſilion's Caſe, 

In his Defence takes mighty Pains. 

To prove his Swearing no Diſerace.. 


CANTO I 


Ithin a happy virdant. Vale -— 
Preſerv'd, and bounded with a Pale, 
| The Sweet demeans of ſome Grangee. 


Bleft with the Worlds. Proſperity ; 
Where Natures choiceſt Fruits did .grow, 
And Baron Buck with Lady Doe, 
With a large Herd of Children Fawns 
In Pleaſure trip'd it o're the Lawns. 
Old * K+ward, . of. all Brutes moſt Wiſe, 


Spent a long Life in Rural Joys.;. 


* The Hare. 
And 
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Po op And tho ns 5 his "ec Bounds 


Invaded were with Neighbouring Hounds : 
Inveterate Foes: in every place 


To him, and. all his Jong Bard. Race; _- 


Yet_his nice Wi be 

By Shifts to make his Party good 7 
With ſubtle Turnings foyle the Scent, 
And Danger ſtill by Wit'prevent ;_ 

When Thouſands of his Tribe wete _ 
And Yearly hunted o're Wy Plain. 


In Static US a0d PhiloſopH [ 
iſ ad. Phill A he. 


None%e* 
In Politicks-too njcely Lea 

*'Mongft which bs havin  diſcern'd 
Some Pamphlets written to diſgrace, 
His deareſt Friend, Weeſi/ion's Caſe. 
Brim full of amicable Love 
Reſolves. from Manſion to remove, 


And ſome ſmall time in Town to pens 


To right, and viridicate tris Friend. 


Cold Winter now the Ground: kad fbze, 
Which happy time wiſe Kzyward choſe; 
When thoſe that lov'd to mouth his Knell, 
Could not perſue him by the: Smell; 

And now to Town being ſafely come, 
Unſeen came boldly to rhe Room 
Juſt as the Weefils, nam'd of late, 
Left off and ended their debate : 


| But finding *by his fighi og, Fe Friznd', 


The Vilſitant had been 


' And Critically had made rar 


To touch too 'near his Copy-hold ; 
Reſolv'd as Maſter of the Arts 
Of Argument to fhew his Parts, 
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The Weeſil Trap'd. 
And a grave Look firſt putting on, 
wy by his Friendſhip thus begun. 


eyward, By the concern that does diſplace 


The Smiles in dear Weeſilion's Face, 

And what has paſt between you two, 

I find the News i'th* Country true : 

That for his Reaſons, late made known, 

He's teiz'd by all the Brutes in Town ; 

Horſes of War, Bulls, Lordly Cats, 

Le-v-Foxes, and Poetick-Rats, 

The Courtier. Boar, Fitchew Phyſician, 

Church-Weeſi/, and Afs Politician, 

In Railing Scrowls have rent his Name, 

And ſtrove to blaſt his Reverend Fame. 

The City Sheep, too with dull Face, 

Prerends to ſtate his Conſcience Cale, 

As it he Reaſon underitood, 

Or that he thought his own as Good : 

But amonglt all, it ſeems, your Tungue 

Has been moſt ready to do,,Wrong ; 

You, as you were the Pariſh Mouth, 

Rail at his taking the late Oath ; 

And tho Souncl Reaſon was his Guide, 

Dare Impudently vouch "twas Pride, 

As if the Notions of his Soul 

You could Diſpotickly controul, 

Or had his Conſcience in your Fit 

To turn, and vary where, you lit, 

When ſtill, in fpite of your pretence, 

The -Caule is from your want ct: Senſe, 

And modelt patience in my Friend, 

That gives ye freedom to contend ; 

For had you knowledge trom above 

To underſtand what he does prove, 

Or would his Wiſdom ſtoop 1o low 

To take the pains t'in{truct you how, 
B 


6- Thane Fraps 
His Reaſons would appear as//phain, 
As now you think 'em ſhght and vain ; 
And you had own'd your felt a Brute, 
Of al moſt Senſeleſs, to Diſpute. 
Viſitant W.'Tho in your natty Country Phraſe 
You throw this Dirt upon my Face, 
And Cavil at my Senfe before, 
You know its Efficacy or Pow'r. 
To you and all your long Ear'd Rout 
Ile make my late Qbjections out ; - 
And if Three parts o'th* Town can Judge 
Plainly, Demonſtrate tis no grudge 
To grave Weeſilioz, nor his Place, 
That makes our Friends Condemn his Caſe; 
But Contradictions which we find: 
In Writings of another kind. 
Keyward, It any Contradition was, 
*Tis only in th* Reſiſtance Caſe, 
Which in his Pretace late he owns, 
And for the ſmall Miſtake attones, 
With ſo much Modeſty. and Shame, 
It lays no blot upon his Fame. 
And as to what the Town declares, 
An unlick'd Crew of Woolves and Bears; 
Their naucious Senſes are ſo vile, 
True Virtue they can ne're Defile : 
The Ermin will be White as Snow, 
In fpite of all the Filth they throw: : 
Beſides to blaſt a Sacred Name 
Qn the meer ſcore of. publick Fame ; 
And awful Learning fo Difgrace, - 
Is equally Abſurd as Baſe. 


But who can be fecure from Wrongs, 
Os Slanders from Licenſious' Tongues ? 


OO PW pi: 

For tho/Geeſe TivQ the” Capitof”! ©» © 

By Cackling from th" Invading Gaul, 

And {ſhew'd the Enemy was near; 

Yet had they all been Slanderers there 

The Roman Guard had been 'decengd, 

And not a Gooſe of them behev'd. 
Viſitant W. Your ſubtle Topick there is known, 

Rut, ray, Where is the Slander ſhown ? 

f I ſhould the / peas - | ' RR 

Becauſe you vouch your Cvar's, Black; 

And e're I can affirm it true '*7 7 7 

You preſently ſhall Swear *tis Blew, 
Keyward, "The trueſt Tnſtance will be pickt, 

When you can prove we ContradiCt, 

*Tis not by urging our Diſgraces, ' 

Or bringing Caſes againſt Cafes: 

Meerly relying on your Senſe, 

Or putting off with Impudence. 

But fſollid Reaſon muſt be known 

More than you hitherto have ſhown, 

Your Prentices of unknown Trades, 

And your Replys of Kitchen-maids ; 

Your Weeſils 1queaking far from home, 

And the ſharp Scourge of Whipping To. 

With every other odd Remark, | 

Serve but to leave us in the Dark : | 

"Tis Conſcience muſt the doubt uaty, | | 

And no Man need to tell, you why. | 
Viſitent W. Then Conſcience, by your Rule, we find | 

An lznis fatuuws of the Mind,. | 

Inſtead of Grace that Souls enriches, 

It leads us into Bogs and Ditches, 

Where a poor Traveler that came 

To find ſtreight Paths out by that Flame ; | 

Perhaps was farther from his Inn, | | 

Than when he did firft begin, 
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K;yward, To two Points you muſt, Conſcience. bring, .. _. -: 

That's for, or elſe againſt the King's wei Seer: 1 Fant 

And you may Argue what you pleaſe, | 

But *tis Complyance mult give Eaſe. 7, 

If you reſolve to ſtem the Stream, ; , 

- And to Miſhaps your 1:F Condemn ; | % 

Your Scubboraqal intails a woe 

Upon your ſelf, and Country. too. 

Now whether Conſcience makes amends 

For all the Harm, I do my, Friends, RT: | 

Or that T ſhould admit the Taſe,,,.. ©. ©. 

According to the times Diſtreſs - | 

Shews ſcope for Argument ;., mean time, 

T* obey Superiours, is no Crime; , ... eFE: 

And I no more ought to deny, ..._- i 1 L ERP _— 

Allegiance and Supremacy, oy : 5a x. uM - 7 

Then I ſhould queſtion from whence ſprings 5. ay" 

The Divine Right of making Kjnes : 

Thus he to whom this Senſe, appears, 

Knows always what, and when he Swears. 
Viſitant W. The Caſe is very hard to clear, 

If a Man knows not when to Swear? | 

But wavering ſtands with a Demur, ' 

Sometimes againſt, and ſometimes tor : 

It ſeems as it he were in doubt, 

And wants a Cranny to creep out ; 

- Or were but yet half ſatished 

In Conſcience which he calls his Guide, 
Keyward, W hen it's upon the Sonls concern, 

Is anv Man too Wile to learn? ,, E 

Or can my care be my Offence, - | wg te | 

Becauſe I would inform my Senſe ? pag ae" 

How Inſolent would be that Fool ? 

How beyond. Patience proudly Dull 7. TT ... 

That ſhould with a vain-glorious Huff | 

Afﬀfirm that he bas learnt enough, - ©. 
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"That every Father way a Sot,,* ” 

; And by his Tenets ſhould ve hujy's TIER 
- Preſuming he had all the Groun 

Of Learning from his proper Fund. 

' If you ſhould hear ſich Dialogues,, + 
-Would you not think 'em prating Rogues z 
And that they were more Ignorant, 

The more they did of Knowledge vaunt? 
True Vertue ever noted was, 

The fruit of Wiſdom and of Grace 

And what a better Sign can be | 

Of Grace, than Sacred Modeſty? 
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All the ObjeCtions yet have roſe, 
Are grounded on a meer Suppoſe ; 
For though you Circumſtances bring, 
You never yet could prove the thing 
But Hang and Draw for an Offence, 
On meer preſumptive Evidence: F 
Thus like a Peaſant Rob'd, you draw 
From Circumſtance fevereſt Law, 
Who proſecutes without Remorle 


One, he ſuppoſes, ſtole his Horle. 


Viftant W. Your Notions are abſurd and vain, 
Where Matter of the Fact is plain; 
Suppoſe could ne're a Verdi& get 
From any Jury that had Wit 3 
Nor Circumſtances gain belief, 
With Force enough to hang a Thief. 
But he his fault does plain reveal, 
That gives it under Hand and Seal. 


Keyw. That Confutation's yet to know, | 
Whither it be a fault or no; 
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When Cratienas cent: us, "Ind the Caſe 
Alludes to Union and'to Peave 3 aft. 9571 br. of 
Fho Writings appear Pro and Con, + SBC 2, 211 2 
The Writer's never the Worſe Man Fats! | 

When what he does is underſtood, 
Conſiſting with the publick Good: 
As Heaven is the State of Bliſs, 
The neareſt Path to-it is Peace 5 
And the beſt Branch of Peace is meant 
Submiſlion to the Government. - 
The Vulgar are too dull' to kriow 
ThIntent of all the Clergy. 0: - 
Thas Some S2ge Writings they.Condemn: 
Whil |{t others Contradictions ſeem ; 
Vhea they are really no Crimes, 
But Good and proper foy the Tinies, | 3/1 
As thoſe they ſeurrilouſly Shots, * © PA af 
Were for the Seaſons they were wrote. ' | 
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Beſides, how can we e're Commend' 
A Man to be his Countries Fritnd,. 
That does not in all points agree 
To promote Peace and Amity? 
Which never can be planted here, 
Whilkt we beliewt a Crime'to Swear 3 ; 
Or think it an opprobrious thing - 
To own_ Allegiance to a K---- 
Whoſe Merit ſo Divine appears, 
fic ovght next Heaven to have our rdyets. 


V;/tant 'V, Your Praiſe perhaps isM6ff tihaft du; MINERS 
if you {aid more, wegrant t*trues/ - #- ! JEEIVTS 18, 
The Generous Lion we muſt own, I 
As Brave as ever fll'd a Throne? © & 4431 is be a IRIS. 
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Nor doe the Black Cara ooſeffing”7 0? oy 
For the Allegiance ſworn to*lilhr wo 0193 237", 
But for their Kid-skm'Conferencey 315 12 251 


That ſtretch forgain, hat t ſitde'they'pl pleaſe!/>1' 
: ſ © 


Keyw, There muſt: be a -diftinion ſire," 
Some may be frail, but others pure 5-175 01 
The Sect you mean, you foul maſke krio\h, 7 


Viſit. W. Troth of all Set thy at 6he. 


Wot? * 


Vit 7. W. Sic I am trou 
And e're we Canvaſe mo 
Pray give me leave to non [ 
Natural Religion firſt was Has; ft 4% Fe, 

Tales, made it Myſtery Wi #,C ans. 
Fat Sacrifices Prieſts Prep 
They Eat, and th" [dol g4pd ant Star a.” 
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Keyw. This Nos is ; AGeryplat'® u 211 1817 
Bat ſuits the Mattex not at- all. 
With Pagaz Prieſts what ſhould we lod: LS 4 4007 
I hope they all are Chriſtians how. 19. 
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V;{.W. 1 hope fo too. 
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Keyw. You cannot doubt: _ 
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Viſce W. Norif il ſhould, you. makeit it out. 
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Keyw, You Rail; you Rl 3. +2 3:4 milk bud , 
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Keyw. Nay, now y.are Caiebr Ge, b FN RET 


Viſct. W 
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- I muſt be blunt,” tis Chill y Ways... ... 
Thane wi RR 1x ou 1 
Tle keep my honeſt A 


Which 1s. not prone ro 
The Learn'd that at 
Bat only fairly to require,:. 
| All thoſe that muſt.my ;S0 
And teachit by their ules - 


To its bleſt Seat beyon 
i, make my Faith more roy "Ay 


By good'Examples _ 
Faw of the Ta ng eine ment mike” 
Of thoſe this awful F Fa takes . 
How ſtrange a Vice appears. in 1 
That does m others no 
And tho we common frailty. 
Scatter'd .abroad in all ourkind? "I 


Yet a Charch Weeſiil's\els forgiven 
Than any.Vermin under Heaven. _ 


Keyw. What their worſ} Vice do .you \belieye or” 


Vice. W. Strong Avariee, for which Igfinss ; 
- They love preferment, ſo they ſcorn © 
One Benefice ſhould ſerve the Hark, RO IOD <0 
.---- A Fault moſt Heinous. x 
Keyw. Have-you none? $4 
Expoſing there's, don't hide your own. © = 


Vie. W. No, 1, even Bacon Gammon can hy.” 


-Or the Dear Padding Cruſt of Tarkey,Pyez ;,... 
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The Weeſdl Trappd. 


' Fde not renounce my Honour or my Faith, 


Scarce had the Weeſil time to tell, 

This laſt Bravado, when a Smell 

.Of Luſcions Fat Weſtphalia Ham, 

Acroſs his Noſtrils ſteeming came 

From a cloſe Larder, which did joyn 

To th'Hall where all the Templer's dine ; 
The tempting Scent, Savoury and Hot, 
So Charm'd him, he had ſtraight forgot 
His Arguments, and now was peeping 
To find ſome Hole that he might Creep in 
To dine on the moſt Luſcious Diſh, 

That gratefully e're bleſt his Wiſh 3 
Which th'other two, that well did know, 
The Bait, perceiv'd, and let himgo; 
When ſee the Short-liv'd happineſs 

That ſtill attends on Mortal Blis, ] 

A Curſed Cook that long had Nurſt 

A ſpite about ſome Paſty Cruſt, 

Late damag'd, with a Devilliſh Gin 

Of Wood, and Wire, Snar'd him in: 

In vain he Squeeks, in vain he Tares 

His Witty Pate againſt the Barrs 

In vain he calls the Hare for Aid, 

He of his Sorrows Mockery made. 

And knowing that his Doom was near, 
Angments his Sorrows with this Jeer. 


Keyw, You that could Argue late ſo well, 
And Moral Rites to others tell, 
Rail at our vices and declare, 
How Innocent of all you were, 
D 


For all the Cheer my Lord Mayor's Larder hath. 


14 The Weefel Trapp'd- 
I find with Frailty overtaken, 

And Virtue Batter'd down with Bacon, 
Which now a good Reflection brings 

On the frail ſtate of Human things 3 

That Honour, Wit, Religion, Law, . 
Sntereſt, can to its Party draw 3 

And who this irnth diſguiſes beſt 

Waits but his time to cheat the Reſt. 


FINIS. 


* "The Bookſellers Advertiſement. 


4 hhy+ being lately come out a Poem called the Anti-Weelifs, 
' in the Preface of which the Author of the Weelils is very 

highly Arrained, his Vindication againſt ſuch ſcandalous Refleti- 
ons being a ( anſe not worthy the drawing his own Pens, the Pook- 
ſeller as obliged to be Champion for kis Authors, and even with his 
little Senſe being able to inform the Gentlemszs Mifſunder/tand- 
ng, has begg'd a Blank Page in this Poem, to tell him, that the 
Author of the Weelils is not that Enemy of the Government that 
he maliciouſly miſrepreſents him , nor intended or writ any Re- 
fleFions upon it, nor thought the taking of the preſent Oaths Pex- 
fury 3 or has he any ways vilified the Noble Deſcrters of the late 
Cauſe, as he Barbarouſly ſuegeſts z there being not one Line in 
the whole Poem that can juſtly be perverted into any ſuch villanous 
meaning. 

Neither this Gentleman ( would he be candid, ) nor any Perſon 
elſe ( car well believe the little Rallery of that piece of Banter, as 
he is pleas'd to call it,) can carry any ſuch perverſe Signification. 
And "tis almoſt ridiculous to think it ſhould have the power to 
nettle ſo fins of the Reverend, whom ( as intended) it ſhould 
rather divert than diſgnſ? there being nothing in it but what e- 
very Man has heard a Hundred times over in common Diſcourſe. 
'Tis a little odd (however like the reſt of his Preface, that the 
Anti- Weeſilarian /b4uld be ſo dull , as to imagine” that the na- 
ming of CS ones ſoould be an affront to an Engliſh-Man, 
when the Scene is laid in a Foreſt, and Brutes are the Repreſent- 
ters. Nor does he that way ( as falſly charged) Impeach any 
Do#or of the Church for any Apoſtacy from King James, but 0#- 


ly for prevaricating againſt his own formerly avow'd Principles. 


As 


___- Advertiſement. | 1 
' As for his Accuſation of waiit 'of Cogerttys fa relation to the © 
ReſurreFidn of theK nightsTemplers in hrs 4th Line;f the Knights 
are not angry with« him for his Rallery, 1 fancy this Gentleman :. 
might have ſpared bis ſevere Sentiment 5” and I muſt freely tell 
hin, he has more abuſed My. Dodwell in doubting his Church, who * 
#s known to be both a. Learned and Religions Man, than the An» * 
thor has in his Verſes any of the Croſs Legg'd Heroes, 4 
As for the Poetical part of the Anti-Welils, 'tis ſuppoſed the 
Anthor of the former, if he finds it worth his while, has Genius 
enough to anſwer himſelf 5 for my own part 1 think I have done 
enough for him for this time. Vale. | wo 


